Contents

Foreword, by Dr. John Hammock

Introduction: Humanitarian Action 1991-2001,
by Ambassador Jan Eliasson

1

The Setting and the Research
The First Post—-Cold War Decade / 1

The Humanitarianism and War Project / 8
Organization of the Volume / 15

Coordination

The Elements / 20
The Obstacles / 21
Dilemmas and Discoveries / 33

Human Rights

Conceptual Issues / 38
Practical Applications / 44
Dilemmas and Discoveries / 49

Strengthening Local Capacity

Conceptual Issues / 56

Indispensability of Local Actors / 59
Externality of the Humanitarian Enterprise / 62
Getting the Balance Right / 65

Dilemmas and Discoveries / 70

Humanitarian Politics

Politics and Neutrality: Conflicting Paradigms / 76
Real-Life Interactions / 81

Advocacy and International Norms / 84

Humanitarian Action and the Erosion of Sovereignty / 89
Dilemmas and Discoveries / 93

vii

1X

xi

19

37

55

75



viii ® Contents

6 Coercive Humanitarianism 99

The Use of Military Force for International Peace and Security / 100
The Use of Military Forces for Humanitarian Tasks / 104

Economic Sanctions / 111

Dilemmas and Discoveries / 114

7 Humanitarian Architecture 119

A Conceptual Framework / 120

The Humanitarian Community / 122
Other Actors / 131

Dilemmas and Discoveries / 143

8 Equipping the Enterprise 145

The Changing Scene / 146

The Ingredients / 147
Conflicting Views / 153
Functioning amid Conflicts / 155
Obstacles and Incentives / 159
Dilemmas and Discoveries / 165

9 The Dynamics of Institutional Change 169
The Process of Change / 170
The Record / 171
The Role of Policy Research / 175
The Contributions of the Project / 178
A Research Agenda for the Future / 180
Concluding Reflections / 184

Epilogue: Humanitarian Action in a Time of Terrorism 189

Appendix 1: Time Line of Recent Events with Significant

Humanitarian Implications 211
Appendix 2: List of Project Publications 219
Appendix 3: Financial Contributors 229
Appendix 4: Project-Related Personnel 231
Notes 233
Abbreviations 265
Index 269

About the Authors 287



